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June 6, 2019 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

A month has passed since I was installed in my role as Conference Minister of the New 

Hampshire Conference of the United Church of Christ.  There are many parts of that day of 

celebration that replay themselves over and over in my mind.  Yet one statement made by one of 

our trio of preachers particularly remains in the forefront of my mind.  The Reverend Shari 

Prestemon speaking to us of how Jesus demonstrated servant nature through the ritual of foot 

washing said:  “I don’t know what the tender, vulnerable places are in the New Hampshire 

Conference, but I know the example of Jesus calls you to be there.” 
 

The Mission of the New Hampshire Conference echoes Shari’s words in saying “that 

together we practice the love of Jesus Christ.” 
 

There is no question that there are tender, vulnerable places in our world.  There are 

tender, vulnerable places in our communities around New Hampshire.  There are even tender, 

vulnerable places within our churches.  And the example of Jesus does call us to be there.  I 

promise you that I will do everything I can to get myself to as many of those places as possible.  

But more importantly I will call upon you, the faithful friends of our New Hampshire Conference 

churches, to invest yourselves in being in those places as well.  Together we can bring Jesus love 

in powerful ways to places where justice, healing, and restoration are desperately needed to be 

known.   
 

We are now in the season in which we invite fiscal contributions for our “Friends of the 

Conference” appeal.  However, I want to frame this ask differently in light of these words from 

my Installation.  I want to invite you to invest in our mutual ministry of practicing the love of 

Jesus Christ in the most tender, vulnerable places.  That is our agreed upon mission.  That is our 

sacred calling.  That is what we ought to be investing ourselves in.   
  

To offer your support, you can either write a check to “New Hampshire Conference” or 

go online to the Conference website (www.nhcucc.org) and donate online.  We are truly grateful 

for every way in which you are a Friend of the Conference!  And we are inspired and humbled 

by the way in which you seek to live out the servant call of Christ. 

 

Blessings, 

 
 

Rev. Gordon Rankin 

Conference, New Hampshire Conference 

http://www.nhcucc.org/
http://www.nhcucc.org/

